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of 1932.1 The German Government, however, had contemplated
the retention of the Eeichswehr in a modified form, and they had
proposed in addition to supplement their regular forces by some
kind of militia. Since the publication of the French plan in Novem-
ber 1932, there had been many indications that the Germany military
authorities had become convinced of the value of the long-service
army which had been forced upon Germany by the Peace Treaty,
and were by no means inclined to relinquish it now at the bidding
of France. Time was to prove that French opinion was correct in
thinking that the desire of the German delegation to postpone the
question of effectives portended an intention to make a stand against
the proposal to abolish the Reichswehr in favour of a short-term force.
The discussions in the Bureau and in the General Commission had
served to show that there was still a wide gulf between the French and
the German points of view, and Mr. Henderson, the President of the
Conference, was reported to have made the suggestion that it might
facilitate the task of the General Commission if the European Great
Powers were to attempt to clear the ground in private conversations.
Monsieur Paul-Boncour, however, was not in favour of informal
negotiations of this kind, and when the meetings of the General
Commission were resumed on the 13th February even the preliminary
question of the order of its agenda still remained to be settled.
Herr Nadolny urged once more that the Commission should proceed
immediately to discuss the reduction of material, and he suggested
that questions relating to effectives should be referred to the Effectives
Committee. Monsieur Paul-Boncour took the view—with which
there was general agreement—that the committee could not be
expected to do useful work unless questions of principle had first
been settled by the General Commission. It was finally agreed that
a drafting committee should determine the points in connexion with
effectives on which decisions in principle were necessary and that the
General Commission should then discuss these points and should
postpone the question of war material until it had disposed of
effectives. Thus the first round in the contest was won by France,
and the German delegation was obliged to show its hand on the matter
of effectives at an earlier stage than it had desired.
The first of the series of questions drawn up by the drafting com-
mittee for the General Commission ran as follows: 'Is the General
Commission of opinion that the European Continental armies should
be standardized by being converted into armies with short-term
service and limited effectives?5 When the Commission began its
1 See the Survey for 2932, pp. 225, 261, 280.

